
Graduation of the 6th Classes of the Claddagh School was held at the 
end of June with a lovely special ceremony and Mass said by Fr Denis.  
School Visit of Camilla Duchess of Cornwall! Another big June event 
was the Royal visit. All the children were taught how to say ‘Camilla 
Duchess of Cornwall’ as shown on TV interviews. The Duchess is very 
interested in the Special Needs Programme in the school. She was very 
relaxed shaking hands also with neighbours some of whom didn’t want to 
wash their hands afterwards! 

Claddagh Church Choir: 
Congratulations to the choir 
on the 10th anniversary of 
their foundation held in June. 
In fact they were ‘re-founded’ 
by Fr Donal Sweeney as many 
of them were part of a Junior 
Choir he started many years 
before when he was Chap-
lain in the former Technical 
School. We are delighted to 

have our choir nowadays and appreciate the sacrifice to come to sing during Sun-
day ‘family’ time.  Musical Director: Norman Duffy. Organist: Fiona McGuire.
Lourdes Diocesan Pilgrimage. The pilgrimage took place at the begin-
ning of July in very high temperatures. Fr. Denis came back despite the heat 
in very good form and very happy with the dedication of all the volunteers 
to the sick. 
Celebration for all in Church Ministry.  For a long tIme we have 
been planning to have a celebration for all involved in the celebration of 
Mass or other services in the church. We had a very pleasant get together  
on the 26th June. It was good for each group to see all the others involved.                                                                                                                                       
Weddings : Many weddings have taken place including some local 
ones. Congratulations!                        

Funerals:  A number of funerals have taken place over the last few 
months  with the death of some well known  and loved local peo-

ple. May they rest in peace. 
PARISH OUTREACH

Parish Pastoral Groups                                                                                                                               
Baptism Team: The three members have been very supportive and 
helpful at our baptisms. We appreciate their time given on a Sunday when 
families are together.                                                                    
First Holy Communion Team: The four members have been very helpful at 
the monthly Do this in Memory of Me Masses through the year in prepara-
tion for First Holy Communion. Through the year the children and families 
are helped to appreciate the life and teaching of Jesus through the seasons.                                                             
Visitation of the Sick and Bereaved at home, in Hospitals and Nurs-
ing Homes. A number of volunteers help bring Communion to the 
sick and also accompany the priest to houses or nursing homes 
helping with driving when needed. We are very grateful for this ser-
vice to the sick and support to the bereaved at the time of a funeral.                                                                     
Newsletter and Website outreach: We have advice and help in pro-
ducing a newsletter and a new website for which we are very grateful.
Visitation of Grattan Park - 100 houses in June. Thanks to some fine 
weather and a little bit of spare time the visitation took place but also to 
the lay people guiding the priest. We appreciate that support greatly. Over 
10 people have so far brought us around. We hope to finish the visitation 
to remaining areas of the parish in September and October. Then or at 
any time anyone who would like the priest to call back himself should let 
us know.
Polish Chaplaincy: Fr Marek is the Polish Chaplain. See the Polish web-
site for celebrations and events: http://galway.dominikanie.pl
Taylor’s Hill Dominican Sisters Community: We say mass everyday at 
10 am in the Convent. You can see their life and work on their website.
Personnel; Fr Tom Jordan op, Prior; Fr Al Leonard op, Parish Priest; Fr 
Denis Murphy op, Curate. Fr Marek Cul op, Parish Priest of Polish Com-
munity; Bro Christy Flaherty op, Sacristan; Fr John O’Reilly op, Curate 
Emeritus.

Visiting Choir: On Sun-
day 26 July, a parish choir 
from Pittsburg, Pensylva-
nia will join us and sing at 
the 12 noon Mass. They 
will be very welcome.
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Summer is in full swing by the time we have been able to produce anoth-
er newsletter! It is a time for breaks / holidays in order to be fresh for the 
coming seasons. Our Claddagh School and our Choir are getting well de-
served breaks. Roses are in full bloom around the Grotto and the Church. 
All thanks to the hard work of Brother Christy and Michael Flaherty. 
Visitors to our Church are very welcome.
EVENTS SINCE OUR LAST NEWSLETTER
Holy Week Celebrations: Thank you to all involved in making our ceremo-
nies so prayerful and encouraging to our Faith. The good weather helped.

BLESSING OF THE 
BAY Sunday 16 Au-
gust

A special event for the 
Claddagh Community 
during the middle of 
August is the annual 
Blessing of the Bay.  
High tide is scheduled 
for 5pm. The blessing  
is an ancient tradi-
tion which provided 
the Claddagh people 
with their living from fishing.                                                                                                                                        

Our Lady of Galway 
Triduum: May 2015. 
Fr Joe Ralph op, Prior of 
our Dominican House in 
Newry gave thoughtful 
and moving reflections 
each day involving the 
people in the celebra-
tion.

First Holy Communion: 34 children from the Claddagh school made 
their First Holy Communion on May 16th Thanks indeed to the teachers, 
the lovely School Choir and the support of our First Communion Team at 
the monthly masses through the year.  
Confirmation of the Claddagh School children took place on April 28th Canon 
Peter Rabbitte was delegated by the Bishop and communicated very well with 
the young people. The School Choir were a great asset to the celebration. Fr. 
Denis put in a lot of hard work through the year in preparation.  [See back page 
for forthcoming events]

 ST. DOMINIC’S DAY – August 8th We will celebrate 
his feast with Mass on Sunday 9th at 12 noon. An old 
tradition is that we invite our Franciscan brothers to 
join us for the occasion. Dominic and Francis were 
friends, both of them reading the signs of the times 
and establishing their respective Orders to meet needs 
of the Church.
St Dominic, the Founder of the Dominican Order, has 
been our inspiration down the centuries for preaching 
and service to the people of the Claddagh. Next year, 
2016, will be the 800th Anniversary of the founding 

	  

	  

of the Order. (The anniversary of 1916 will not be the only celebration next 
year!).  There will be celebrations wherever there are Dominicans in Ire-
land. We hope to have some local celebration as well. Look out for further 
information nearer the time.
Times of Services
Sunday: Vigil Mass 6.30pm, 7.30 am, 10.00 am, 12 noon, 7.30 pm
Weekdays: 7.30am, 10am, 7.30pm. Dominican Convent, Taylors Hill 10am
Confessions: Daily 7.15 am. Saturday 12 noon to 1 pm; 7 pm to 7.30.
Otherwise, ask in church or at Hall Door Reception

Morning prayer (Lauds): Monday to Saturday at 9.45 am. Sun at 9.30. Eve-
ning Prayer (Vespers): Monday to Sunday at 6.45 pm


